CHIEF OF DETECTIVES 


NOTICE 

8.4 


January 23, 2009 


TO: 


All Concerned Personnel 


RECEIVED 


FROM: 


Chief of Detectives 



prd west 


SUBJECT: 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS FLYING ARMED ON 
COMMERCIAL AIRLINES (LEOFA) 


On November 15, 2008 the Transportation Security Administrations (TSA) modified the Law 
Enforcement Officers Flying Armed on Commercial Airlines (LEOFA) Program for state and 
local Law Enforcement Officers (LEOs). The LEOs employing agency is required to send a 
National Law Enforcement Telecommunications System (NLETS) message to the TSA, which 
responds with an eight character Unique Alphanumeric Identifier Code (UIC). The LEO then 
provides this UIC in conjunction with an Original Letter of Authority (OLA) for verification at 
the airport on the day of travel. This change was implemented to provide a more secure means 
of verifying the identification of LEOs since OLAs are easily forged. 

The following requirements must be satisfied for officers to fly armed on commercial airlines: 

• Operational necessity to fly armed. 

• Completion of the LEOFA training per 49 CFR 1544.219. 

• Transmission of a properly formatted NLETS message (Attachment) to the TSA, 
Transportation Security Operations Center (TSOC) ORI# VAFAM0199, requesting 
approval for armed travel (must be submitted at least 24 hours prior to travel day). 

• An NLETS receipt from the TSOC with the UIC; separate UICs are required for 
departing and returning flights. The UIC is only valid for specific airports and dates of 
travel. A new UIC will be required if the date of travel or airport information changes. If 
a new UIC is required, the officer should contact his division of assignment and obtain a 
new UIC. If the officer’s division is unable to assist, the Detective Information Desk 
(DID), (213) 485-2505 should be contacted for assistance. 

Officers may need to contact Records and Identification Division (R&I), Special Services 
Section, to transmit the NLETS receipt to their Division. 

• Officers must complete an OLA, approved by their Commanding Officer, listing the 
UICs for the departing, connecting, if any, and return flights. 

® Prior to the date of travel, officers shall submit copies of their travel itinerary, the OLA, 
and the NLETS receipt with the UICs to the DID. 

- • On the date of travel, officers shall check in with the airline, identify themselves as a 
LEOFA, and present the OLA. 

• A Person Carrying Firearm (PCFA) form provided by the airline must be completed, and 
then the LEOFA(s) shall proceed to the Armed LEO Screening Checkpoint. 
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• There, the officer(s) will provide the OLA with the UIC(s), badge, credentials, boarding 
pass, a second form of government identification and a completed PCFA to the staff. The 
Armed LEO Screening Checkpoint supervisor will verify the UIC(s) and documentation. 

• The officers will complete the LEO Logbook and proceed to the boarding gate. 

• At the boarding gate, the officer(s) will notify the gate agent of their presence, status and 
display the PCFA. 

• When directed, the officer(s) will meet with the pilot in command, Federal Air Marshals, 
Federal Flight Deck Officers, and/or other personnel as instructed. 

The Detective Information Desk shall be responsible for: 

• Maintaining a file of Department LEOFA with itinerary information, airline information 
OLA, and NLETS receipt with the UICs; 

• Responding to verification inquiries concerning Department employees; 

• Monitoring when Department LEOFA leave and return on commercial airlines; 

• Providing assistance to Department LEOFA abroad that require new UICs; and 

• Coordinating with R&I, Special Services Section, to ensure NLETS messages are 
properly transmitted to TSOC. 

Any questions regarding this Notice should be directed to Lieutenant II Emmanuel Hernandez. 

Fugitive Warrant Section, Gang and Narcotics Division, at (213) 485-5528. 


APPROVED: 



Attachments 


DISTRIBUTION “B” 






Exemplar A: Departing flig ht without escorting a dignitary or transporting a prisoner- 



NLETS NLETS MESSAGE MESSAGE TYPE AM ENTER REF NO.- 

ORIGINATING ORI/AGENCY NAME: CA019_ / CAPDLOS ANGELES 

DESTINATION(S) ORI/AGENCY NAME(S): 

2_/_3_/_ 

_5_/ 


INITIALS Jg 


NLETS'OO INPUT ACCEPTED 11/18/0810:42 NO MESSAGE WAITING 


Exemplar B: TSA receipt with UIC for departing flight without escorting a dignitary nr 

transporting a prisoner: 


AM.VAFAM0199 

11:4311/18/2008 010H ~ 

11:4411/18/2008 25773 CA0194276 
•*LAPD NECS 
TXT_ 

FLYING ARMED LEO REQUEST APPROVED. YOUR UNIQUE ID CODE IS: ATN12345 
NAME: SMITH, JOHN 

AGENCY: LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT 
BADGE/CREDENTIAL: 54321_ 

NAME OF AUTHORIZING OFFICIAL: GEORGE WASHINGTON 

COMPLETED TRAINING: YES__ 

CELL PHONE: 2134321212__ 

ESCORTED INDIVUDAL:_ 

DEPARTING ARPORT: LAX_ 

CONNECTING ARPORT:__ 

FINAL DESTINATION ARPORT: DEN 
ARLINE: AMERICAN AIRLINES 
FLIGHT NUMBER: AA234 
FLIGHT DATE: 111908 

PRINT OUT THIS REPLY AND PRESENT IT AT THE ARPORT'S LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER LANE._ 

MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED BY NECS AT 10:42:58,11/18/08 














































Exemplar C: NLETS message for return flight with a prisoner: 


MEETS NLETS MESSAGE MESSAGE TYPE AM ENTER REF NO: H' 



NLETS'OO INPUT ACCEPTED 11/18/0810:48 NO MESSAGE WAITING 


Exemplar D: TSA receipt with UIC for return flight with a prisoner: 


AM.VAFAM0199_ 

11:4811/18/2008 01011__ 

11:4911/18/2008 25773 CA0194276 
*LAPD NECS ' 

TXT_ 

FLYING ARMED LEO REQUEST APPROVED. YOUR UNIQUE ID CODE IS: AJN67891 
NAME: SMITH, JOHN 

AGENCY: LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT 

BADGE/CREDENTIAL: 54321_ 

NAME OF AUTHORIZING OFFICIAL: GEORGE WASHINGTON 
COMPLETED TRAINING: YES 

CELL PHONE: 2134321212_ 

ESCORTED INDIVIDUAL BUNDY, TED 
DEPARTING AIRPORT: DEN 

CONNECTING AIRPORT: PHX_ 

FINAL DESTINATION AIRPORT: LAX 
AIRLINE: AMERICAN AIRLINES 
FLIGHT NUMBER: AA498 _ 

FLIGHT DATE: 112008 __ 

PRINT OUT THIS REPLY AND PRESENT IT AT THE AIRPORT'S LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER LANE._ 


MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED BY NECS AT 10:49:58,11/18/08 

SYSTEM MESSAGE NO A03000242_ 

OUTPUT MSG 315, FROM 11/18/2008 10:42 






















































LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT 


WILLIAM 3 . BRATTON 

Chief of Police 
2700 



P. 0. Box 30158 
Los Angeles, CA 90030 
Telephone: (213)485- 


TDDNo.: (877)275-5273 

ANTONIO R. VILLARAIGOSA Ref No.: 8.B 

Mayor 


November 21,2008 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Re: Notice of Law Enforcement Officer Flying Armed 

The Law Enforcement Officers listed below are scheduled to fly on your aircraft while armed. 

Detective Joe Smith, Serial No 54321 
Officer Paul Cross, Serial No 17799 

The officers will fly armed on the following dates and flight segments. 

Flight Segment One: November 19, 2008, American Airlines Flight Number AA1234, LAX/DEN 
Departing Unique ID: Smith, AJN1234/Cross, QIF14169 

Flight Segment Two: November 20,2008, American Airlines Flight Number AA498, DENS/PHX, 

- American Airlines Flight Number AA119, PHXJLAX 
Returning Unique ID: Smith, AJN67891 / Cross, NQS55999 

The listed officers are full-time municipal law enforcement officers who are direct employees of a 
governmental agency. The armed officers listed above have been sworn and commissioned to enforce 
criminal statutes. The listed officers are authorized by this agency to have their weapons in connection 
with assigned duties. The listed officers have completed the training program “Law Enforcement 
Officers Flying Armed” as required by 49 CFR §1544.219. The listed law enforcement officers have a 
need to be armed. 

I respectfully request that you use your authority to facilitate our officers in boarding your airline. 
Verification of this letter may be obtained by contacting the Los Angeles Police Department, Detective 
Information Desk, at (213) 485-2505. 

Very truly yours, 

WILLIAM J. BRATTON 
Chief of Police 


GEORGE WASHINGTON, Captain 
Commanding Officer 

__ Division 



